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MARLYS POPNVA

MS.  POPMA: Menbers of the Commission, |'m Marlys

Popma and |I'm the Executive Director of the lowa Famly Policy

Center. | have to admt to you that ny attitudes about ganbling
have evol ved. lowa was the first state in the mdwest to bring
in the riverboats. | thought, at one tinme, that taking $40 onto

t he boat, having the w nd whi pped through ny hair, having a nice
prime rib was a good night of entertainnent. But since that
time, we have seen so many things happen in the state of |owa.

We have nore | egalized forns of ganbling in Iowa than
any of the m dwestern states represented here. This is ny state.
I"'m proud of this state. But |1'm devastated about what's
happening with ganbling. W have everything fromthe lottery to
shot machi nes, para-nutual betting facilities, riverboats, craps
tables to roulette. Qur notto of the state is lowa is a place to
grow. |lowa has now becone a place to | ose.

Over the last several nonths our newspapers have been
littered with stories of enbezzlenent. One of our largest state
enpl oyers, H gh V food stores, just had an enpl oyee who enbezzl ed
$138,000, all spent at the casino. W just had an enpl oyee from
Mercy Hospital who enbezzled $151, 000 from her |ongtinme enployer
of 14 years.

Pol i ce Sergeant Bruce Sowrod stated in the recent Des
Moi nes Register article that the vast majority of w thdrawal s was
taken froma cash machine at the track or at another nmachi ne not
too far away fromthe track. The gentleman who testified early
on the panel that says watch the noney trail, it can be done
And if | could suggest to Comm ssioner More who was asking what
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could we do with this Conm ssion, we're not going to get rid of
ganbling all the way. Take a look at getting the ATM nachines
of f the prem ses.

W are having so many problenms with credit card
advances, people ganbling on borrowed noney. I would certainly
love to recommend to this conmttee that they take a good hard
| ook at the damages of credit card advances on the riverboats.

You also heard that lowa had a 1.7 percent of our
adult popul ati on who was either problem or pathol ogi cal ganblers
in 1989. In the sane preval ency study indicated that 5.4 of our
adult population is now problem ganbl ers. This is the m dwest;
this is the heartland. W have 5.4 percent of our adult
popul ati on becom ng probl em ganbl ers.

M. Tom Coates who owns the |argest consuner state
counseling agency in the state of lowa estimtes that anywhere
between 15 to 20 percent of the individuals walking into his
consuner credit office are there because of problens wth
ganbling debt, and nost of themon credit cards.

O her societal problens are arising in lowa, although
the full i1inpact of ganbling may not be realized for years. The
| owa ganbling treatnment programhelp line which in lowa is called
1- 800- BETS OFF, who had an increase of over 1,000 percent in the
calls between 1988 and 1997. Hot line representatives report a
conti nued nunber of callers stating their i nvol venent
enbezzl enent and an increase in the nunbers of calls evidencing
donestic viol ence.

But | think nothing speaks better to what's happening
in our state, in the state of lowa, than those anecdotal stories
of the woman who worked for Hi gh V. She ganbled for the first
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time in 1996, went out with a bunch of friends and now is
spending ten years in prison for her enbezzl enent.

About a nonth and a half ago | got a call from a
gentleman wth consunmer credit who told ne about a 50 sonet hing-
i sh man, distinguished, good, honorable, decent man, canme into
his office, $60,000 in credit card debt all at the casino. He
was absol utely despondent and did not know what to do. This was
spring. This was a tinme when we should be | ooking forward to the
new grow h of the season. This was on a Wdnesday or Thursday.
By Sunday, this gentleman checked hinself into a |local hotel, put
a gun to his head and ended his msery. The follow ng Monday his
stepson call ed the consunmer credit and told themny dad is gone.

| hope that as you listen to all the different
stories about job creation and what's good for this country and
states with riverboats and general gam ng casinos, that you wll
also take a look at the downcast cries of famlies who are
affected by the ganbling trend sweeping the mdwest and the
nati on. I"'m hoping that this Comm ssion can cone up wth a
situation that you |ook at nmaybe encouraging a noratorium state
by state, until such a tine that we have an adequate anount of
time to spend | ooking at this problem

| owa has nine boats, three | and based casi nos, hooked
to para-nutuals, plus our Indian reservations. W have 2.8
mllion people. W are absolutely at saturation |evel and we've
got one nore casino opening up in a town of 4,163 people on a
| ake. So | would really recommend that you look at this very
hard and very serious because | fear for the future of ny state.

CHAl RMAN JAMES: Thank you.
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